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the changes in Italian politics that the Duke of Milan, his
captor, had already changed sides on the question of the
sovereignty of Naples, and was soon (1439) an ardent supporter
of his opponent of two years before. Gaeta was given up to
the king of Aragon. Rene of Anjou, who had been ransomed
in 1438 from the hands of the Duke of Burgundy, was now to
be opposed at all hazards. Alfonso threw himself heart and
soul into the struggle. He purchased the support of the new
Pope by a promise of his assistance in the recovery of certain
territory, and by a money payment of 200,000 ducats; he con-
ciliated many of the Italian princes by diplomatic concessions ;
and, if ill fortune at first attended his arms, he was in the end
completely successful. On the 2nd of June, 1442, Naples was
taken and sacked, and Rene of Anjou driven into the accustomed
refuge of the Castel Nuovo. Escaping thence, he made his way
to Florence, where Pope Eugenius was bold enough to embrace
the opportunity of formally investing him with the sovereignty
of Naples, while his rival of Aragon made his triumphant entry
into the city in February, 1443. A Parliament was summoned
after the good old Aragonese fashion. The victor granted an
amnesty to all his vanquished enemies, a fashion no less good,
and by no means so old, in either Aragon or Italy; and he
reigned over Naples, in spite of Popes and leaguers, to the day
of his death in 1458, as Alfonso the Magnanimous, King of
Aragon and of the Two SICILIES.

Within six months of the conquest, Pope Eugenius had
invested him (July, 1443), with the sovereign rights that he
had already acquired, and had recognised his bastard son,
Ferdinand, as his legitimate child and successor on the throne
of Naples. Alfonso, in return for these favours, assisted the
Pope in his struggles against his old allies the Sforzas; and he
was at once so discreet and so successful that he was soon
recognised as the eepacificator-general of Italy" (1446)* Every
State and every signor sought his alliance or his protection.
The Duke of Milan, dying in August, 1447, bequeathed to him
the whole of his dominions; and Alfonso's noble and prudent
conduct with regard to his succession, raised his reputation still
higher in the eyes of all his contemporaries. He not only
abandoned the Duchy to Franciso Sforza and his wife, the
daughter of the late duke, but he actually assisted them by force
of arms against the attacks of the Florentines and the Venetians.
Occupied thus worthily in the affairs of Italy, Alfonso turned
his back, unhappily, upon Spain. His rule over Aragon was the